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Biographical Note:  
Charles Olson was an innovative poet and essayist whose work would inspire numerous other 
writers during the 1950s and 1960s. He was born in Worcester, Massachusetts and during his 
childhood years, the Olson family summered in Gloucester, a place which later became the 
focus of his writing. He attended college at Wesleyan University in Middletown, CT where he 
studied Literature and American Studies, receiving both a Bachelor and Masters of Art. After 
teaching English for two years at Clark University in Worcester, Olson entered Harvard 
University in 1936, completing his coursework for a PhD in American Civilization but failing to 
complete the degree.  
 
Olson received the Guggenheim Fellowship in 1939 to work on a book on Herman Melville, 
which was eventually published in 1947 under the title Call Me Ishmael. His first poems were 
written in 1940. In September of 1948, Olson became a visiting professor at Black Mountain 
College in North Carolina and served as a rector until the school closed in 1956. 
 
He then returned to Gloucester, choosing to live in relative isolation and poverty and worked on 
the Maximus series, which is an epic poem about Gloucester. 
 
 
           
 



 

Scope and Content of the Collection:  
The collection contains a variety of periodicals that include poetry by Charles Olson and range 
in dates from 1946 to 1983. The periodicals also include published works by Olson’s 
contemporaries.  
 
One box of the collection includes select issues of the magazine A Curriculum of the Soul. In 
1968, The Magazine of Further Studies published Olson’s “A Plan for the Curriculum of the 
Soul,” which was a map with 223 names, subjects, topics, and ideas drawn on the page. In 
1972, Olson’s colleague Jack Clarke decided to begin assigning 28 of these ideas to Olson’s 
contemporaries, who would then write a fascicle on the subject assigned. The majority were 
published between 1972 and 1974, but the final fascicle was published in 2002. Albert Glover 
took up the project after Clarke’s death in 1992 and completed a book that included all of the 
chapters in 2010.      
 
Rights and Access 
For permission to reproduce or publish materials from this collection, please contact the Sawyer 
Free Library. Researchers are responsible for following all copyright and intellectual property 
laws. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1: Periodicals, 1946-1966  
Folder 1: Partisan Review, Winter 1946 
Folder 2: Harper’s Magazine, April 1946 
Folder 3: Western Review, Vol. 14, Fall 1949 
Folder 4: Origin, Spring 1951 
Folder 5: Origin, Summer 1953 
Folder 6: Origin, Summer 1956 
Folder 7: Evergreen Review, 1957 
Folder 8: Evergreen Review, Spring 1959 
Folder 9: Partisan Review, Summer 1959 
Folder 10: Kulcher, Spring 1960 
Folder 11; Kulcher, 1960 
Folder 12: Kulcher, 1961 
Folder 13: Kulcher, 1961 
Folder 14: Kulcher, Spring 1962 
Folder 15: Kulcher, Summer 1963 
Folder 16: Poetry, October-November 1963 
Folder 17: Coyote’s Journal, 1964 
Folder 18: The Desert Review, Spring 1964 
Folder 19: Granta, March 1964 
Folder 20: Matter, July 1964 
Folder 21: Bibliography: Charles OLson Poetry and Mythology Seminars, Berklee Poetry 
Conference 1965 



 

Folder 22: Poetry: April-May 1965 
Folder 23: Lines: Number 5, May 1965 
Folder 24: Work/3: Winter 1965-1966 
 
Box 2: Periodicals, 1968-1983 
Folder 1: Stony Brook 1/2: Post-Fall 1968 
Folder 2: Stony Brook 3/4: 1969 
Folder 3: The Paris Review, Summer 1970 
Folder 4: Winter 1971 
Folder 5: Intrepid, Floating Bear, 1971 
Folder 6: Maps #4: Charles Olson, 1971 
Folder 7: Maps #4: Charles Olson, 1971 
Folder 8: Father Zayin, March 1975 
Folder 9: New World Journal, 1975 
Folder 10: Unmuzzled Ox, 1975 
Folder 11: The Worcester Review, Fall 1979 
Folder 12: All Area No. 2: Spring 1983 
Folder 13: Ephemeris 1, Cassiopeia 2. n.d. 
Folder 14: Litmus Loadstone, Salt Lake City, Utah, n.d.  
 
Box 3: A Curriculum of the Soul 
Folder 1: Plan, n.d.  
Folder 2: Pleistocene Man: Charles Olson, 1968 
Folder 3: The Mushroom: Albert Glover, 1972 
Folder 4: Vision: Drummond Hadley, 1972 
Folder 5: Woman: John Wieners, 1972 
Folder 6: The Arabs: Edward Kissam, 1972 
Folder 7: American Indians: Edgar Billowitz, 1972 
Folder 8: Dance: Lewis MacAdams, 1972 
Folder 9: Ismaeli Muslimism: Michael Bylebyl, 1972 
Folder 10: Alchemy: David Tirrell, 1972 
Folder 11: Messages: James Koller, 1972 
Folder 12: Sensation: Anselm Hollo, 1972 
Folder 13: Dream: Duncan McNaughton, 1973 
Folder 14: Blake: John Clarke, 1973 
Folder 15: Noralis’ “Subjects”: Robert Dalke, 1973 
Folder 16: The Norse: George F. Butterick, 1973 
Folder 17: Egyptian Hieroglyphs: Edward Sanders, 1973 
Folder 18: Hearth: Fred Wah, 1974 
Folder 19: Dante: Robert Duncan, 1974 
Folder 20: Perspective: Daniel Zimmerman, 1974 
Folder 21: Organism: Michael McClure, 1974 
Folder 22: Matter: John Thorpe, 1975 
Folder 23: Jazz Playing: Harvey Brown, 1977 



 

Folder 24: Analytic Psychology: Gerrit Lansing, 1983 
Folder 25: Homer’s Art: Alice Notley, 1990 
 
 


