
 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULT POLICIES 

THE GLOUCESTER LYCEUM AND SAWYER FREE LIBRARY 

Child Safety  

The safety and wellbeing of children in the Sawyer Free Library is a serious concern of the staff. 

However, parents, guardians, and caregivers are responsible for the safety of their children in the 

library.  

The library is a public space. Library staff cannot know if children are accompanied by a guardian, a 

friend, or by a stranger. In advance of a library visit, as in preparation for a visit to any public area, 

parents and caregivers are advised to review basic family safety rules with children. Please see also the 

Unattended Children section of this Policy. 

 The Children’s Library is reserved for children, parents or caregivers, adults interested in children’s 

literature, such as educators, authors, or college students, as well as users accessing the collection. 

Extended use by adults and teenagers unaccompanied by a child is not encouraged. Due to concern for 

the safety of children, adults who are unaccompanied by a child in the Children’s Library may be 

questioned by staff, and may be asked to use another part of the library.  

The Early Learning Center in the Children’s Room is reserved for the use of very young children ages 4 

and under and their parent, guardian, or caregiver. Programs held in the Children’s Program Room are 

for children, their accompanying adults, and young adults.  

Online 

It is important to note that children’s use of library computers and the Internet are the responsibility of 

parents, caregivers, or guardians. The Children’s Library staff provides training on computer basics and 

Internet use. Staff recommend sites suitable for children and families, available on the Children's pages 

of the library website. The public access computers in the Children’s Room are not filtered. 

The Library’s computers do not provide permanent storage for digital material. Files must be saved to 
removable media, email, or the cloud. 

Unattended Children  

The Sawyer Free Library welcomes children and families to use the children’s library and enjoy our 

programs and resources. Our care and concern for children’s safety and security is of primary 

importance. However, as we are a public building, the library cannot assure the safety of children. In 

the library the behavior, supervision and well-being of children are the responsibility of parents, 

caregivers and guardians, not library personnel.  

The library is unable to assume responsibility for children left unattended in the building. We require 

that children aged eight and under be accompanied by a parent, guardian, or responsible caregiver at 

all times while using the Library. Children ages 9-11 are permitted to be unaccompanied in the 

Children’s Room provided their parent, guardian or responsible caregiver is elsewhere in the library 

and reachable. If unattended children are found in the building, library staff will call the parent, 

guardian or responsible caregiver. 



 

 

Young adults in grades six and up (typically ages 12-17) may use library services and attend programs 

unaccompanied by adults. Parents are reminded that they are responsible for awareness of library 

hours, and for providing children with the telephone number of an adult who can assist them in an 

emergency, such as sudden illness, or an unexpected change in library hours. It is important to note 

that parents will be contacted to pick up their children should they demonstrate inappropriate or 

disruptive behaviors. In the event that library staff cannot locate responsible parents or adults, local 

authorities will be contacted to assure child safety. 

Acceptable Behavior 

Use of the library requires respect for others who are also enjoying the library’s facilities and services.  

To provide a standard of acceptable behavior that is conducive to maintaining a respectful atmosphere 

in the library, the following are examples of conduct not allowed on Library property.  

These examples apply to children and young adults under the age of 18. The Library’s Acceptable 

Behavior Policy applies to adults ages 18 and up. 

Youth Inappropriate Behavior 

Inappropriate behaviors addressed by staff are ones that interfere with other people’s enjoyment of 
the Library, including: 
 

• Creating disturbing or disruptive noise or behavior such as inappropriate, intimidating or 
disrespectful comments to others, yelling, screaming, swearing, arguing, running 

• Jumping on or throwing objects, including furniture and toys 

• Using audible devices without headphones or with headphones set at a volume that disturbs 
others  

• Using cell phones, pagers, and other communication devices in a manner that disturbs others 

• Using wheeled devices within the library building (e.g. skateboards, roller-skates, scooters, 
and bicycles). 

o Exceptions: wheelchairs, walkers, strollers and any assistive devices for mobility 
impairments 

• Bringing a pet into the library building 
o Exception: any type of service animal that is leashed, or otherwise under control, by 

the owner. 

• Smoking or vaping, as well as creating/using any kind of open flame 

• Consuming food or beverages where not permitted 

• Improperly using library restrooms, including but not limited to exceeding more than one person 
in a restroom stall 

o Exception: persons needing assistance 

• Wearing attire that displays images or text that is obscene, offensive or harmful to minors. 

• Failing to wear clothing or shoes, or removing them while in the Library. 

•  Unwanted physical contact and roughhousing 

 
More significant behaviors or chronic violations are to be reported to the Library Director or designee. 
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