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Join us as Karen Andrew and Susan Davis from the
Common Crow share how herbs are medicine. Herbs have
a broad palette of uses, from teas to salves, to first aid and
culinary options. The goal is for participants to feel
comfortable exploring and experimenting on their own,
addressing common issues such as anxiety, sleep, and
good digestion.
Registration Link 

Date: Thursday, May 2
Time: 5:30-6:30 PM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

 

Start Your Own Herb Garden

Participants in this one-hour workshop led
by Backyard Growers will go home with new skills
and knowledge for the upcoming planting season,
as well as everything needed for an indoor kitchen
herb garden!
Registration Link

Date: Wednesday, May 8
Time: 4:30-5:30 PM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

Author Talk with Henriette Lazaridis

Please join us for an author talk with Henriette Lazaridis, who will
be discussing her book Last Days in Plaka, which was a featured
Buzz Pick on Good Morning America! 

In the neighborhood of Plaka, where the Parthenon looms
overhead, two women grapple with what is right and what is true,
and learn how to live life even when time has its own agenda.

Date: Thursday, May 9

https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/herbs-as-medicine/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/start-your-own-kitchen-herb-garden-2/
https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/culture/video/days-plaka-henriette-lazaridis-weeks-gma-buzz-pick-109159005
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ai-assets/sawyerfreelibrary/maynewslettergraphics-ya_103_md.png
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=610b2da3-a896-4661-8add-dbdc3e058630


Time: 5:30-6:30 PM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

Community Creations: Aromatherapy Crafts

Prepare to dive into the aromatic world of holistic well-
being as you explore the benefits of essential oils. You'll
learn the art of blending fragrances and craft two
personalized products. All materials and complimentary
pizza dinner included. For ages 18+.
Registration Link

Date: Wednesday, May 15
Time: 6:00-7:30 PM
Location: Cape Ann Lanes, 53 Gloucester Ave

Gloucester Genealogy Group: Using DNA in Family History Research

This lecture with Senior Genealogist at American Ancestors/NEHGS,
Melanie McComb, introduces participants to the value and use of
DNA in family history research. Discussion includes interpreting and
organizing your results and evaluating the matches found by the
testing company.
Registration Link

Date: Thursday, May 16
Time: 5:00-6:30 PM
Location: Main Library, 21 Main Street

You’re Not Getting Out of This Alive - So Let’s Talk

The first in a three-part series entitled "Planning Ahead: Death is a Part of Life" led by Gloucester
resident Susan Wisser, RN, MSN, MBA. This will be a small discussion group based on the
theme of how the health system works (The Fix It system), addressing the topic of when one
knows that an illness has become Not-Fixable, and exploring the nuances of the monumental
decision to transition to hospice care.
Registration Link

Date: Saturday, May 18
Time: 10:30-11:30 AM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/aroma-creations-at-cape-ann-lanes/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/dazzle-design-jewelry-making/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/gloucester-genealogy-group-dna/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/you-re-not-getting-out-of-this-alive-so-let-s-talk/


Tech Tuesday: Library Apps

Discover how to use library applications such as Libby,
hoopla, and our NOBLE app to stream movies, listen to
audiobooks and music, access eBooks, and browse and
reserve books from our catalog!

Date: Tuesday, May 21
​Time: 2:00-3:00 PM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

Introduction to Modern Kintsugi

In this beginner-friendly kintsugi workshop, you'll delve
into the art of repairing broken pottery, highlighting the
"imperfections" with metal powders, and transform your
broken piece into a unique piece of art. All materials
included. For ages 18+.
Registration Link

Date: Wednesday, May 22
Time: 6:30-8:00 PM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

Gloucester’s Military History: An Author Talk with Ken Lawson

For four centuries, Gloucester citizens have served in local,
colonial, national, or international military conflicts. Ken
Lawson will discuss his new book Gloucester,
Massachusetts: A Military Storyline, where he narrates
Gloucester's military story from colonial times to recent
military activities in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Registration Link

Date: Thursday, May 23
Time: 5:30-6:30 PM
Location: Main Library, 21 Main Street

Community Creations: Glass Pendant Fusing

Join us at Cape Ann Lanes for a creative glass fusing
program hosted by North Shore Glass School. Each
participant will have the opportunity to create up to two fused
glass pendants with step-by-step instructions. All materials
and complimentary pizza dinner included. For ages 18+.
Registration Link

Date: Wednesday, May 29

https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/after-hours-beginner-friendly-modern-kintsugi/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/gloucesters-military-history-author-talk-with-ken-lawson/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/dazzle-design-jewelry-making/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/glass-pendant-fusing-with-north-shore-glass-school/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/dazzle-design-jewelry-making/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/dazzle-design-jewelry-making/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/dazzle-design-jewelry-making/


Time: 6:00-7:30 PM
Location: Cape Ann Lanes, 53 Gloucester Ave

Author Talk with Sally Goldenbaum

Please join us for a discussion with local author Sally
Goldenbaum of the best-selling Seaside Knitters mystery
series-the setting inspired by beautiful Gloucester! In addition
to discussing her popular series, Sally will also discuss tips
on mystery writing.

Date: Thursday, May 30
Time: 5:30 PM-6:30 PM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

 
Virtual Programs

 
Genius, Power, and Deception on the Eve of World War I - An
Author Talk with Douglas Brunt

​Join this chat with New York Times best selling author, Douglas Brunt, as he reveals the hidden
history of Rudolf Diesel, one of the world’s greatest inventors, and his mysterious disappearance
on the eve of World War I.
Registration Link

Date: Wednesday, May 1
Time: 3:00-4:00 PM
Location: Virtual

A Murder Mystery, Family Story, & Love Letter to Strong Women
Everywhere - An Author Talk with Nina Simon

Nothing brings a family together like a murder next door! You’re invited to join Nina Simon as she
chats about her lighthearted whodunnit about a grandmother-mother-daughter trio of amateur
sleuths, Mother-Daughter Murder Night. 
Registration Link

Date: Wednesday, May 8
Time: 7:00-8:00 PM
Location: Virtual

https://libraryc.org/sawyerfreelibrary/46522
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/a-murder-mystery-family-story-love-letter-to-strong-women-everywhere-author-talk-w-nina-simon/


Asian American Representation in Literature - An Author Talk with
Rebecca F. Kuang
We welcome you to register for a thrilling conversation with Rebecca F. Kuang to chat about her
New York Times best selling novel, Yellowface. The book grapples with questions of diversity,
racism, and cultural appropriation, as well as the terrifying alienation of social media.
Registration Link

Date: Tuesday, May 21
Time: 7:00-8:00 PM
Location: Virtual

 
Teen Events

Teen Advisory Board Open House

Calling all tweens and teens! Join us for our inaugural
Teen Advisory Board meeting to learn how you can help
prepare for the 2025 Sawyer Free Library Teen Zone.
Help plan programs, select books, and make other
suggestions for how the library can improve its services
to teens. For students in grades 6-12. Complimentary
pizza dinner provided.

Date: Monday, May 13
Time: 5:00-6:00 PM
Location: Cape Ann Lanes, 53 Gloucester Ave

Get Craft-tea: Felted Bubble Tea Patches

Join the Sawyer Free Library and Pop Up Art School to learn the
basics of needle felting. Sip on a delicious bubble tea from Boba Tea
and Snow Ice House while you craft-- indicate your order when you
register! For students in grades 6-12.
Registration Link

Date: Saturday, May 18
Time: 1:00-2:15 PM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

 

Prom Prep: Flower Crowns and Boutonnieres

Create a flower crown or boutonniere using fresh flowers,
either for prom or just for fun! For students in grades 6-12.
Snacks provided.

https://libraryc.org/sawyerfreelibrary/47360
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/felted-bubble-tea-patches/


Registration Link

Date: Thursday, May 30
Time: 2:30-4 PM
Location: Cape Ann Lanes, 53 Gloucester Ave

  
Children's Events

Introduction to Vernal Pools
Join us to learn all about vernal pools as Rick Roth and the Cape
Ann Vernal Pond Team share their knowledge and enthusiasm
with us. They will bring exhibits of the living things found in our
local vernal pools and show critters that rely on this critical wetland
habitat.

​ Date: Saturday, May 4
Time: 11 AM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

Seed Starting and Fairy Gardens
Join Sawyer Free Library and Backyard Growers as we welcome spring making fairy gardens
and planting seeds! Materials will be provided for starting seeds, planting, and setting up for the
fairies to take up residence. Attendees will plant seeds and decorate their seed trays with all the
classic components of a fairy house. Use sticks, stones, moss, and more to design a garden fit
for a fairy!
Registration Link

​Date: Saturday, May 11
Time: 11 AM
Location: Backyard Growers, 103 Rear Maplewood Avenue
(entrance is in rear parking lot area)

May Musical Story Time
Drop in for some musical fun with Ruthanne
Paulson. A festive morning of fun, stories, singing,
dancing, and playing music!

Date: Friday, May 17
Time: 11AM -11:45 AM
Location: Main Floor, 21 Main Street

 
    

https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/prom-prep-flower-crowns-and-boutonnieres/
https://sawyerfreelibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/byg-fairy-gardens-starting-seeds/
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