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Biographical Note:  
 
Richard Recchia was an American sculptor who was born in Quincy, Massachusetts in 1885. 
His father was a marble carver who had worked for the sculptors Bela Lyon Pratt and Daniel 
Chester French.  
 
Richard Recchia studied at the School of the Museum of Fine Arts from 1904-1907 under the 
tutelage of Bela Lyon Pratt, who directed the school’s Sculpture Department. He stayed on as 
Pratt’s assistant before leaving for Paris where he remained for one year and met his first wife, 
Anita “Ana” Diaz. They had two children in 1914 and 1917, although she died in the mid-1920s.  
 
He moved to Rockport in 1926 where he lived for the remainder of his life and married Mary 
Catherine “Kitty” Parsons, a writer, poet, and artist. The couple wrote and illustrated a number of 
children’s books together.  
 
His most famous works include Relief of Robert Brown at Brown University, Curtis Guild bas 
relief at the Curtis Guild Memorial Entrance to the Boston Common, Baby and Frog at 
Brookgreen Gardens in South Carolina, Mother Goose in Rockport, Inspiration - Aspiration 
medal, and Young Pan Playing a Flute.     
 



 

Richard Recchia died in 1983 and is buried at Beech Grove Cemetery in Rockport. He carved 
his own headstone prior to his death.  
           
Scope and Content of the Collection:  
 
The Richard Recchia collection consists of artist catalogs from various exhibitions where his 
work was shown between the years 1930 and 1940, as well as press clippings from each of 
these exhibitions. These exhibitions were held in various cities throughout the United States, 
Bologna, Italy, and Havana, Cuba. He also showed his work locally at the North Shore Arts 
Association and the Rockport Arts Association. These are organized mostly chronologically by 
time period. There are also various press clippings on more general information about Recchia’s 
life and work. Lastly, sketches Reccia did of various pieces in the Museum of Fine Arts 
Collection in the year 1933 are also included. 
 
Additionally, there are clipped works of art by other prominent artists throughout history that may 
have served as inspiration for Recchia. These are organized by the artist’s last name. 
 
Finally, the collection consists of professional and personal correspondence. For professional 
correspondence, there were many letters related to sculpture proposals that Recchia made for 
specific organizations, including the General Stark Memorial sculpture in the city of Manchester, 
New Hampshire. Other notable proposals include the U.S. Department of Interior, President 
Nixon, and other state and local politicians. There are several letters and a photo between 
Richard Recchia and his teacher, notable sculptor Bella Lyon Pratt. There are also 
correspondence with local organizations and schools, including the Rockport Art Association, 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Rockport, and the Beeman Memorial School in Gloucester. 
 
The majority of personal correspondence is from Kitty Parsons, Recchia’s wife and the Cape 
Ann author and artist. The majority of the letters are dated between 1926 and 1927 during the 
beginning of their relationship.  
 
Rights and Access 
 
For permission to reproduce or publish materials from this collection, please contact the Sawyer 
Free Library. Researchers are responsible for following all copyright and intellectual property 
laws. 
 
Container List 
 
Series I: Exhibition Catalogs & Press 
Box 1:  
Folder 1: North Shore Arts Association Exhibition Catalogs: 1931, 1932, 1933, 1936, 1937 
Folder 2: Art Institute of Chicago Exhibition Catalogs: 1930, 1931, 1933 
Folder 3: Art Alliance of Chicago Exhibition Catalog: May 1930 
Folder 4: Boston Tercentenary Fine Arts & Crafts Exhibition: July 1930 



 

Folder 5: Henry Elmore Hurd Article, Boston Breeze, June 26, 1931 
Folder 6: La Habana, Cuba, Vol. XVI, No. 3, 1931 
Folder 7: Esposizioni Riunite, Bologna, Italy, 1931 
Folder 8: Currier Gallery of Art: 1931, 1934 
Folder 9: Architectural League of New York: 1932 
Folder 10: Connecticut Academy of Fine Arts: 1933, 1935 
Folder 11: Allied Artists of America, Brooklyn Museum: 1933 
Folder 12: Boston Art Club, 1933 
Folder 13: Guild of Boston Artists, 1934 
Folder 14: Rockport Art Association, 1935, 1937 
Folder 15: Addison Gallery of Art, 1936 
Folder 16: Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts: 1936 
Folder 17: City of New York Municipal art Committee: 1938 
Folder 18: Ogunquit Arts Center: 1939 
Folder 19: New York World’s Fair: 1939 
Folder 20: National Sculpture Society: 1940 
Folder 21: Gloucester Daily Times, 1931, 1936, 1940 
Folder 22: Press: 1932-1940 
Folder 23: Sketches of Museum of Fine Arts Collection 1933 
 
Series II: Artist Inspiration 
Box 2:  
Folder 1: Artist Inspiration, A-B 
Folder 2: Artist Inspiration, C-G 
Folder 3: Artist Inspiration, H-M 
Folder 4: Artist Inspiration, N-R 
Folder 5: Artist Inspiration, S-Z 
 
Series III: Correspondence 
Box 3: 
 
Folder 1: Roman Bronze Works, Inc. 
Folder 2: Pepperell Braiding Company 
Folder 3: Settimelli, Inc. 
Folder 4: Rochette & Parzini 
Folder 5: Proposed General Stark Memorial Sculpture 
Folder 6: Proposed General Stark Memorial Sculpture 
Folder 7: U.S. Department of Interior 
Folder 8: Claiborne Pell, U.S. Senate 
Folder 9: Governor Volpe 
Folder 10: Richard Nixon 
Folder 11: Whitney Museum of Art 
Folder 12: Prudential 
Folder 13: Venze Associates 



 

Folder 14: Rockport Art Association 
Folder 15: St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Rockport 
Folder 16: Beeman Memorial School, Gloucester 
Folder 17: Homer Saint Gaudens, Carnegie Institute  
Folder 18: Society of Medalists 
Folder 19: Wheeler Williams 
Folder 20: John Rockovansky 
Folder 21: Ken Nickerson 
Folder 22: Kay Dutton Smith 
Folder 23: Jessie Wolfenden 
Folder 24: Kath Lane Weemes 
Folder 25: Giles M. Stuart Tod 
Folder 26: M. Elizabeth Stites 
Folder 27: Laura A. Rosenbauth 
Folder 28: Blanche Peters 
Folder 29: Lura Hall Phillips 
Folder 30: David & Charlotte Workman 
Folder 31: Miscellaneous 
Folder 32: George Parsons 
Folder 33: Mary Parsons 
Folder 34: Todd & Theresa Parsons 
Folder 35: Anita Felicia Recchia 
Folder 36: Fannie Recchia 
Folder 37: John Recchia 
Folder 38: Louise Recchia 
Folder 39: R. E. Recchia 
Folder 40: Bella Lyon Pratt 
 
Box 4 
 
Folder 1: Kitty Parsons 1926 
Folder 2: Kitty Parsons, January 1927 
Folder 3: Kitty Parsons, February 1927 
Folder 4: Kitty Parsons, March 1927 
Folder 5: Kitty Parsons, April 1927 
Folder 6: Kitty Parsons, May 1927 
Folder 7: Kitty Parsons, June 1927 
Folder 8: Kitty Parsons, Unknown Dates 


