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Biographical Note:
Thomas Stearns Eliot (1888-1965) was a literary critic, publisher, essayist, playwright, and one
of the most prominent poets of the twentieth century.

T.S. Eliot was born in St. Louis, Missouri in 1888 to Henry Ware Eliot and Charlotte Stearns
Eliot. He attended Smith Academy in St. Louis and then the Milton Academy in Massachusetts.
After the turn of the century, Eliot's poems and short stories began to be published, and writing
became his life’s work. Eliot began courses at Harvard University in 1906, graduating three
years later with a Bachelor of Arts degree. After graduating, he served as a philosophy assistant
at Harvard for a year, and then left for the Sorbonne in Paris, France to study philosophy.

He married Vivienne Haigh-Wood and took a job in London, England as a teacher. Not long
after, he became a bank clerk at Lloyds Bank of London. After he left Lloyds in 1925, he joined
the publishing firm Faber and Faber, and was responsible for publishing English poets like W.H.
Auden, Stephen Spender, and Ted Hughes. Eliot suffered lung-related health problems for many
years. He died of emphysema at his home in Kensington in London on 4 January 1965.



Henry Ware Eliot, Jr. (1879-1949) was born in St. Louis, Missouri. He was a writer and
archaeologist. Henry Ware Eliot, Jr. and his wife, Theresa Garret Eliot, collected materials
related to T.S. Eliot and his family throughout their lives. The majority of the collection is at the
Houghton Library at Harvard University.

In 1896, “The Downs,” the ancestral summer home of T.S. Eliot and his family, was completed
on Eastern Point in Gloucester. Eliot spent summers there until 1914, when he went to study in
Paris. Gloucester is referenced often in Eliot's work—both literally and figuratively. He first
mentions this area in the poem Cape Ann in 1935. The Dry Salvages, the third poem in the Four
Quartets, is named after a rock formation near Gloucester, which was written and published
during the air-raids on Great Britain in 1941.

Scope and Content of the Collection:

The majority of the T.S. Eliot Collection was donated by Henry Ware Eliot, T.S. Eliot’s brother in
the early 1940s. The collection includes correspondence, photos, journal articles, and a
painting. Some correspondence is between Henry Ware Eliot and various librarians at the
Sawyer Free Library between 1942 and 1943 regarding the donation of some of T.S. Eliot’s
poems, letters, and photographs. Later, there are documents related to the Eliot family history,
donated by Theresa Eliot, T.S. Eliot’s sister-in-law. The other correspondence is between T.S.
Eliot and others. There are photos of T.S. Eliot as a child, including photos of T.S. Eliot as a
child, the family sailboats, and The Downs, the summer home of the family. Journal articles
were written about Eliot’'s work. Additionally, there was a painting of The Downs done by
Charlotte Eliot, T.S. Eliot’s sister, when she was a child.

Henry Ware Eliot donated two copies of Eliot’s poem, The Dry Salvages, which was named after
a rock formation near Gloucester. These poems are cataloged and have been stored in the
Booklets and Pamphlets collection of the Sawyer Free Library Local History Collection (821 /
Eliot V. 1and V. 2).

Rights and Access

For permission to reproduce or publish materials from this collection, please contact the Sawyer
Free Library. Researchers are responsible for following all copyright and intellectual property
laws.
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Framed painting of The Downs by Charlotte Eliot



Framed photograph of T.S. Eliot as a boy



